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CONCRETE MATTERS

Positive Qutlook for
Future Growth

For ACPA/SW the second half of 2007 will end with a ‘bang” not a ‘whimper.
Certainly one of the ‘bangs’ is the selection of ACPA/SW’s new Executive Director,
Craig Hennings. Welcome aboard, Craig.

Another resounding boom is the completion of 2007-08 State Budget for
California that was contentious and long overdue. The second half of 2007 also
includes addressing pavement assessments and pavement strategies under the
interim direction of Gene Mallette, Caltrans. And the latter part of the year brings
two outstanding Nevada statewide conferences about concrete pavement, con-
crete structures, and transportation funding and project challenges and solutions.
These back-to-back events are the Nevada Infrastructure Concrete Conferences in
Reno and Las Vegas. (See program specifics in this newsletter)

A further highlight was meeting with New Mexico Department of Transportation
through the willingness of Secretary of NM-DOT, Rhonda Faught. Among Secretary
Faught's transportation challenges are that New Mexico has become a “drive-
through” state because of the increase in goods truck traffic nationally and inter-
nationally. Secretary Faught is grappling with solutions on how to improve New
Mexico’s Interstate system, to protect and to secure it for the future growth of
trucks throughout the Southwest Region, Mexico, and the Nation. Meanwhile,
Secretary Faught has requested more information about white topping.
Fortunately, we have Leif Wathne from ACPA to assist her.

The latter period of 2007 produced a number of positive transportation funding
steps by the California Transportation Commission (CTC). The CTC began allocat-
ing funds for the 1B Bond Program, specifically the Corridor Management
Improvement Account (CMIA). CTC allocations take projects forward to construc-
tion. These allocations are good news. The more somber news is that the
California Dept. of Finance continues to be in the throes of selling bonds: one
step forward; a delay step back.

In September Secretary Dale Bonner, California Business, Transportation and
Housing Secretary made a report to the CTC regarding the Trade Corridor
Improvement Fund (TCIF) process. The enabling bond legislation indicates that
the TCIF funds (another Prop. 1B decision) includes that the funds are to be avail-
able in the Governor's Budget. Such a Budget, of course, must be passed by the
Legislature. Secretary Bonner has held and is holding a series of stakeholder
meetings around the State, and will report to the CTC about TCIF projects and pro-
grams in the next few weeks. The CTC is then to put the final touches on the
TCIF and be complete with this task by December 31, 2007. The TCIF is worth $2
billion in mitigation and projects. Will California’s greatest trade corridors and
most needy surface transportation projects and programs be recognized? We are
planning on it.

California begins the second year of its reqular, two-year legislative cycle January,
2008. A substantial list of bills is being held from this year to next. Some of
those bills are meant to further clarify the new bond program. Nevada’s
Legislature will be called into regular session February 2, 2009. Yes, 2009! New

Mexico will convene in the Santa Fe state house beginning January 15, 2008. As
we enter these new cycles, ACPA/SW has planned an educational and technical
program for public agency and private industry members. We are looking at 100-
year pavement, white topping demonstrations, highest quality standards for con-
tractors, just-in-time training and numerous seminars and conferences in the
three western states. Plan to participate with us.

Submitted by Carolyn Peirce Ewing, Government Affairs Director
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Creating Value

We are in an industry that ensures the movement of people and goods in California and
Nevada. If you look around, you wonder what those contractors did before you arrived on
the scene.

The fact is that the contractors that preceded us built what you see today with the engi-
neering knowledge, labor, equipment, and materials of their time and for the population
of their time. The contractors were organized into industry groups for specific reasons. The
American Concrete Pavement Association (ACPA) was founded to advance the use of con-
crete pavement through labor, equipment, materials, and engineering for all time. That is
why concrete pavements placed 60 years ago are still in service.

The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1956 gave our industry a large boost in the building of
concrete highways. Lt. Colonel Dwight D. Eisenhower, in 1919, took an automobile trip
from Washington D.C. to San Francisco in 62 days. General Eisenhower during WWII was
able to use the German built autobahn to his advantage while directing the military oper-
ations in Europe. President Eisenhower said, “Our unity as a nation is sustained by free
communication of thought and by easy transportation of people and goods.” Politics is
still a major player in the building of the infrastructure. We need to be organized to keep
in front of the politicians and to keep the flow of dollars coming to the highway programs.
ACPA National is very active in Washington D.C. as well as in the ACPA Chapters in their
local area.

ACPA then and now looks to the future. We are currently designing concrete pavements to
last 100 years. You, or your firm, will be building these pavements. As a member of ACPA
you are contributing to this innovative process both with your time and money. If you are
not a member of ACPA you are getting the benefits of the resources of others.

It is not news that the states of California and Nevada are growing well over the nation-
al rate of growth. That is one of the major reasons for the need to maintain the infrastruc-
ture and to build it to be durable. Concrete pavement is the most durable pavement known
to man.

The days of not using concrete for pavement because it is too expensive are gone forever.
ACPA has relied for years on Life Cycle Costing as a way to persuade decision makers to
specify concrete pavement. For example, consider that Californians passed a $20 billion
bond measure in 2006, for infrastructure improvements. To build pavements that will not
last as long as the bond repayment is not using good judgment.

Industry association members are part of the population. So, you have two goals. One, to
make sure your tax dollars are spent wisely. And two, you have to be behind ACPA, your
industry association.

Every member of ACPA-Southwest is a member of ACPA National. For more information on
the benefits of ACPA-Southwest membership, contact us.

The Ewing/Group
Interim Chapter Managers




