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Concrete is still the answer
Budget woes abound in both California and Nevada.  These challenges never
bode well for those of us in the transportation industry because we spend an
inordinate amount of time and energy defending our dwindling transportation
dollars against the onslaught of each State’s respective legislatures.

It isn’t that they intentionally seek to maim transportation.  Rather, our repre-
sentatives look for those deep pockets of money to fill the pathetic coffers of
California’s and Nevada’s General Fund.  The political heat fell on local govern-
ment, often the whipping boy of the Legislature.  Gas tax subventions, those
gas tax dollars that are automatically “passed through” from the State to the
cities and counties, are at risk.  

As budget deliberations began to heat up, proceeds from Prop. 42, from the new
transportation bond program, and from a re-naming strategy of the gasoline tax
itself all made it into budget considerations.  Finally, on June 17, the Conference
Committee of the Budget, a hand-selected group of legislators representing both
houses, voted a budget report.  The report contains conflicting intentions of both
political parties.  However, as of this writing, the vote for a final budget for 2009-
10 (and a budget that the Governor agrees to sign) has yet to be confirmed and
sent to the Administration for concurrence and implementation.

Tax gimmicks in the new California proposal abound.  Industry managed to
defeat the one tax shell game, AB 163, that would have required employers to
withhold tax on behalf of independent contractors.  

Meanwhile, in Washington DC, the Surface Transportation Act of 2009 is tenta-
tively underway.  The US House of Representatives, under the leadership of
Congressman James L. Oberstar, is putting together its version of what will take
the place of the SAFETEA-LU.  While States are struggling with budget chal-
lenges the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee in the US House of
Representatives is busy with its first attempts to fashion a new, five-year trans-
portation policy and spending bill for the Nation.  ACPA-SW is directly involved
with this legislative project as it affects the West.  The lament is “no new gas
tax dollars” are on the horizon.  The push, therefore, will be for new definitions
of modified transportation programs and policies.  It’s no secret  that there are
billions of dollars at stake but few “new” dollars.  The Stimulus package, for
example, merely back-filled projects that have long been programmed and ready
for construction in California.  What can a new transportation bill accomplish?

In all of this, however, there is some exciting and valuable news for the con-
crete pavement industry and its partners.  State and Federal transportation leg-
islation requires some “green” benefits.  This has long been recognized in some
States.  There are fewer green house emissions when you construct concrete
pavement that  lasts for thirty to fifty plus years; thus eliminating those many
heavy highway re-surfacing jobs that clog traffic as well as California’s budget.
Concrete pavement is more light reflective. Heat islands, now truly measurable
in urban areas, are significantly reduced.   Concrete pavement is safer.  Concrete
pavement reduces fuel costs. Concrete pavement is “green.” The cement pro-
ducers have taken a proactive position with the California Air Resources Board
to make certain that the manufacturing of cement enhances “green” as well.

Therefore, as new spending bills come on line for transportation, we are pro-
moting the many benefits of concrete pavement already being enjoyed by other
states. California and Nevada seek to lead the way in “green.”  Despite the
budge woes, ACPA-SW has a definitive, and successful, answer for them. 

Submitted by Carolyn Peirce Ewing, Government Affairs Director

Professionalism helps our industry
This year our Chapter, ACPA-SW, is energetically engaged in educational and pro-
motional activities that give our membership and the concrete pavement con-
struction industry a voice in California and Nevada.

We welcome Dr. Shakir Shatnawi as new Chief of the Division of Pavement
Management, Caltrans.  We have worked with him, and believe that his role as
State Pavement Engineer is not only a title that he has earned but one for which
his professional skills, his hands-on experience and his personal integrity are
well suited.

The transportation industry, nationally and in California and Nevada, has been
reeling from the downturn in the economy.  We have lost thousands of employ-
ees and have seen workloads dry up over the last year.  The ARRA (American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act, 2009) was an effort by Congress to infuse new
life into our industry.  Some of the “first funds” for California were placed on
projects identified in the State Highway Operations and Traffic Program
(SHOPP).   Caltrans immediately went to work to get those Plans, Specifications
and Estimates into the hands of potential bidders statewide.  Together with this
effort, ACPA-SW has joined Caltrans, regional, local agencies and companies and
associations to design a one application submittal for the next distribution of
Federal funds.  California is scheduled for receive approximately $1.5 billion
through ARRA under the grants for Transportation Investment Generating and
Economic Recovery (TIGER).  One staff person quipped, “The process may be
complicated but the acronyms are memorable.”

ACPA-SW welcomes Randell (‘Randy’) Iwasaki as new Caltrans Director.  Randy
has served as acting Director and brings national and international information
regarding pavement strategies for heavy highways.  At the same time, we thank
Director Will Kempton for his dedication and countless hours to make ARRA and
grants for TIGER work successfully for California.  The State’s loss is certainly
Orange County Transportation Authority’s gain.  

ARRA and grants for Transportation Investment Generating and Economic
Recovery continue to unfold.  Projects in TIGER must be ready to go to construc-
tion within 180 days of approval of California’s application.   

As we go to press with this issue of Concrete Matters, the State of California’s
budget for 2009-2010 remains uncertain.  We have sent requests to key legisla-
tors as well as to the Governor’s Office asking that they leave transportation
dollars out of the equation that is being used to balance the California General
Fund.  

We’re pleased to note that the 2010 version of Caltrans Standard Specifications,
Section 40 “Portland Cement Concrete Pavement” and Section 90 “Portland
Cement Concrete” are now in print.  Many of you participated and worked dili-
gently on the earlier versions of these.  It is a pleasure to bring them to a pos-
itive conclusion.  We thank numerous state and private industry professionals
for getting these major tasks in place.  Congratulations to all who may now take
pride in pointing to a new era for specific construction practices.

It is always my pleasure to work with professional friends and colleagues
throughout California and Nevada.  Thank you for the opportunity.

Twining Infrastructure
Serves Unique Market

Segment
Founded in 1898, Twining Laboratories has evolved over the past century and
now has over three hundred team members and a network of sophisticated
laboratories throughout California.  Headquartered in Long Beach with
offices in the southern and northern parts of the state, the firm provides
materials testing and construction inspection services as well as advanced
engineering, materials consulting, research and development services.

With the creation of Twining Infrastructure, Twining has dedicated a seg-
ment of its resources to serving the unique needs of the public.  From qual-
ity assurance services on critical infrastructure construction projects to con-
sulting services related to pavement evaluation and design, they assist
cities, counties and other agencies by ensuring that their projects are com-
pleted with the highest quality and integrity. 

Twining Infrastructure’s recent work includes a series of concrete pavement
airfield projects at Los Angeles International Airport, Sacramento
International Airport, John Wayne Airport, San Bernardino International
Airport, Ontario International Airport among others.   The company has also
provided services on numerous Caltrans concrete pavement projects
throughout California, and has provided research and development services
through Caltrans’ On-Call Statewide Rigid Pavement Materials and Structural
Concrete Services contract.  Twining also holds on-call contracts with the
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County, the Port of Long Beach and
numerous other public agencies.

APPLIED RESEARCH
Twining Infrastructure's experts possess domestic and international experience
in the research, development and value engineering of concrete, advanced
cementitious based building materials, and materials for special applications. 

Results of collaborative research and development work performed with
Twining’s participation have allowed Caltrans to approve the addition of lime-
stone to Portland cements used for the construction of pavements and trans-




