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Transportation:
At a ñCross Roadsò

ÂCanôt avoid 
hard choices 

ÂBumps in the 
Road



Tough decisions 
cannot be avoided

Highway Trust Fund Balances 

FY2004-FY2009*
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* Source:  Congressional Budget Office ïdoes not reflect $8 billion General Fund transfer









A Review of a Timeline of the 
Last 25 Months: 



2008 Vehicle Miles Traveled

Â From November ó07 thru June ô08é. 

A downward trend resulting in 53.2 billion less miles 
traveled

400 million less gallons gas used

318 million less gallons diesel used

September  -- $2.7 billion In - $4.7 billion Out

August 2007

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/I35_Bridge_Collapse_4.jpg


Report of Section 1909

The National Surface 
Transportation Policy and  
Revenue Study Commission

Transportation for Tomorrow 

Released: January 2008



Commission Objectives

Â Examine condition/ needs of the surface 
transportation system.

Â Develop a conceptual plan to ensure that 
the system will continue to serve the 
needs of the US for the 21st Century. 

Â Examine the roles of the various levels of 
government and the private sector in 
meeting financing needs. 

Â Recommend alternatives to replace or 
supplement the fuel tax .



The National Interest: 
Ten Focus Areas

Rebuilding America

Freight Transportation

Congestion Relief

Saving Lives

Connecting America

Intercity Passenger Rail

Environmental Stewardship

Energy Security

Federal Lands

Research, Development, & 
Technology





Decline in Vehicle Miles Traveled

Â From November ó07 thru June ô08é. 

A downward trend resulting in 53.2 billion less miles 
traveled

400 million less gallons gas used

318 million less gallons diesel used

September ó08  -- $2.7 billion In - $4.7 billion Out
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Actual and forecasted Highway 
Account balance 2008

Actual and Forecast Highway Account Balance for FY2008
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Actual Highway Account balance 
FY2009
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Pay As You Go + Fixes

Â September 2008: Pay once a week on a pro-rated 
basis

Â Short Term ïCongress fund $8 billion transfer from 
General Fund   

Â August 2009:  Pay once a week on pro-rata basis
Â Short Term - Congress fund $7 billion transfer from 

General Fund   
Â Reauthorization Deadline September 30, 2009
Â Long Term Debate ïDo something dramatically 

different?
Â More Focused Federal Program
Â Raise Revenues
Â Kick the Can Down the Road





Effect of the Fall Elections on 
Reauthorization

Â Supports strengthening core infrastructure

Â Has endorsed a National Infrastructure Bank

Â Supports funding for Amtrak

Â Supports development of high-speed freight 
and passenger rail

Â Supports strengthening metropolitan planning 
to cut down traffic congestion

Â Supports safeguarding transportation from 
terrorism

Â Supports reducing greenhouse gases and 
reducing dependence on foreign oil



President Barack Obama 
Inaugural Address ïJan. 20, 2009

ñFor everywhere we look, there is work to be

done. The state of the economy calls for action,

bold and swift, and we will act ïnot only to

create new jobs, but to lay a new foundation for

growth. We will build the roads and bridges, the

electric grids and digital lines that feed our

commerce and bind us togetheréAll this we can do. All 
this we will do.ò                                                                           

- President Barack Obama



The American 
Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 
2009 (ARRA)

Enacted

February 17, 2009


